Message from the Ambassador

Dear Mr. Heid
Sir Admiral,
ladies and gentlemen!

It is a great honor for me to remember here today with you to the soldiers of all nations that have brought the ultimate sacrifice for their country.

For me as Ambassador of Australia, it is also a special occasion, as we unveil the memorial plaques commemorating the fallen of the HMAS Sydney II and the German auxiliary cruiser HSK Kormoran.
The story of the sinking of Sydney with all hands on deck on that fateful evening of 19 November 1941 is one of the great mysteries in the history of Australian sailing and has occupied the thoughts of many people.
Assumptions that have developed over the years, fill many books, articles and inquiries, and only with the discovery of two wrecks in March 2008, many of these assumptions can be overcome.
In Australia, the German Ambassador Lutz has a memorial at the site of the sinking attended the Cormorant, where a plaque with the names of all missing persons reduced the cormorant in the sea. It may show an example of how far our two countries in friendship and mutual respect have come to precisely that ship on which the ceremony took place, the HMAS ANZAC, was built in Australia to design plans of the German MEKO frigates.

The lake is part of the world, to which almost all countries have a relationship, and still offers a bond shared by all seafarers on all borders. The dedication of the Memorial Laboe in 1996 "for the sea at heart of all nations" and as "a memorial for a peaceful shipping on open seas" capture the essence of this common experience and stresses the match much these memorials to the many other memories in Laboe with which the victim is thought to the sea.
These shared traditions can be experienced even if one enters the port of Sydney in Australia, where, like here in Laboe prove to all warships passing through the maritime casualties the honor.

It is said that those who forget the past are condemned to repeat it, but my meetings today I make it clear that Germany is a country that faces a future of peace and prosperity.
On that day, then, as we commemorate the sacrifice of so many men and women, I like to look forward to our continued cooperation of two countries in which reflects the fact that those victims were not free.

Thank you for your attention.
